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As Chair of the Greenwich Foundation, I am 
proud to reflect on a year of accomplishments 
that have strengthened our ability to preserve 
and share the remarkable heritage of the Old 
Royal Naval College. Through support of our 
trustees, donors, and partners, we have ensured 
that this historic site continues to inspire and 
engage diverse audiences.

However, the challenges we face in protecting the 

restoring, and maintaining such a priceless national 
asset is a privileged and monumental task—one 
that requires ongoing investment, care, dedication, 

helps us continue the essential work of safeguarding 
the Old Royal Naval College and keeps our doors 
op

The Board is deeply committed to the Foundation’s 

the further advances we have made in making the Old 

cultural events such as concerts and art exh

We remain immensely grateful to our donors, whose 

and ensures the Old Royal Naval College thrives for 
generation

many partners to further our mission of preserving 
our heritage and sharing the rich history of this 
extraordi
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TODAY

THRIVING DESTINATION 
OF HISTORY AND 
CULTURE

 

attractions, we welcome over 
800,000 visitors annually and are 
recognised as one of the world's 

1439

GREENWICH PALACE

The site was originally home to 

important Tudor residences, the 
palace fell into disrepair during  
the Engl

and enthusiasm waned only 

and style which Sir Christopher 
Wren adopted in his later designs 

1696

GREENWICH HOSPITAL

the Royal Hospital for Seamen 
provided a refuge for elderly 

Wren, the stunning classical 

and even housed one of the earliest 

1997

GREENWICH 
FOUNDATION

to Shrivenham, an independent 

The Foundation conserves the 

and grounds of the Old Royal 
Naval College for present and 
future generations, and provides 
opportunities for wide and diverse 
audiences to enjoy and share 
their

OUR STORY

'Henry VIII', (1950) Hans Eworth. © Wikimedia 
Commons.

James Thornhill character actor, Painted Hall, 
2019. © Oliver Rudkin.

Mid restoration, Painted Hall, 2017. © Old Royal 
Naval College.

Greenwich Summer Sounds, 2023. © Joshua 
Atkins.'Greenwich Hospital', (1750s), Canaletto. Skittle Alley, RN Officers, 1948 © Getty Images.

1873

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE

housed the Royal Naval College, 
one of the world’s foremost naval 

Royal Navy in  

2016

PAINTED HALL 
RESTORATION PROJECT

conservation project, which saw 

glory, and the Tudor foundations of 

as one of the top tourist attractions 
i
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THE YEAR 
IN NUMBERS

Hugh Fox. © Old Royal Naval College.



https://ornc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/TGF-Trustees-Report-and-Accounts-signed-by-Crowe.pdf
https://ornc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/TGF-Trustees-Report-and-Accounts-signed-by-Crowe.pdf




The Greenwich Foundation conservation team, 
in partnership with Surveyor to the Fabric 
Martin Ashley, work tirelessly to conserve and 
restore the buildings and features that make up 
the site and open up our buildings and grounds 
to as many people as possible. In 2023-24, 
we completed several major historic projects 
relating to the conservation of our beautiful site. 

Sir Christopher Wren was a renowned architect, 
mathematician, astronomer, and scientist who 

London skyline, and this year we completed a key 

architecture up close and see the inner workings of 

following a major project to conserve the Benjamin 

greater appreciation of the painting, the largest piece 

environmental impact of the Chapel’s 

Hall reopened following a major conservation 

we carry out over 10,000 hours of conservation on 
hundreds of windows and doors, miles of  
stonework, railings, gates, lanterns and lightwells, 
and m

preserved for future gen

After lighting upgrade, Chapel of St Peter & St Paul, 2023. © Old Royal Naval College.

'The work we do is a delicate balance 
of art and science, a constant process 

of investigations and surveys; from 
stabilisation and cleaning, monitoring 

environmental factors to the skilled work 
of restoration and conservation itself.' 
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https://ornc.org/stories/wartime-graffiti-in-the-chapel-dome-the-disciples-of-bacchus/
https://ornc.org/stories/wartime-graffiti-in-the-chapel-dome-the-disciples-of-bacchus/






CHAPEL OF ST PETER 
AND ST PAUL

concerts, and other specia

Camilla, and a special concert of Baroque music in 

170 
People who received their British 
citizenship in a ceremony in the Chapel

Left: Chapel of St Peter & St Paul, 2024. Hugh Fox.  
© Old Royal Naval College.
Above: Wren 300 concert, Chapel of St Peter & St Paul, 2023. 
© Old Royal Naval College.
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The Old Royal Naval College continues to 
strengthen its reputation as an extraordinary 
cultural destination. The Greenwich Foundation 
has reimagined the spaces here as a venue for 
arresting and exciting cultural events, including 
bold, large-scale art installations that transform 
visitors’ perceptions of these historic buildings. 
The use of the site as one of the most sought-
after filming locations in the UK has also been 
critical to sustaining our charitable work. 

Coronation of King Charles III 
and Queen Camilla

and the Scouts, came together for a grand parade 

Greenwich Summer Sounds was a summer music 

the festival introduced new audiences to the site, 
showcasing music entertainment against the striking 

20,000 
Concertgoers across five days  

for Greenwich Summer Sounds

Right: Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla, Lower Grand Square, 2023. © Old Royal Naval College.
Above: Greenwich Summer Sounds, Old Royal Naval College, 2023. © Joshua Atkins. 
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https://wren300.org/








The Greenwich Foundation relies on and is grateful for the generosity of 
many individuals, our Patrons, trusts & foundations, public bodies, and 
the American Friends of the Old Royal Naval College in order to fulfil our 
charitable mission. This support enables us to protect this site for future 
generations and engage the public with the stunning art, heritage, and 
history of this place. We thank all our supporters who make this possible. 

Finally, we wish to thank our team of dedicated volunteers who inspire many 
of our visitors each day. 

MAJOR BENEFACTORS

 and Sport

SUPPORTERS

s for the  
  Old Royal Naval College
Bernard Sunley Foundation  

ary Butler
Tony Hales CBE

line Laing
Charles Roper 
Old Royal Naval College  
  Chapel Fund

e Reynolds
Rose Foundation

And all those who prefer to remain anonymous.

PATRONS

Sir Frank Berma
  and Lady Berman
Sir Nicolas and Lady Bevan

ary Butler
Trevor Clarke BSc BTec

Tony Hales CBE
orie Ouvry

E F Shawyer CBE
Chris and Tracey Springett

Old Royal Naval College, 2023. Photo: Hugh Fox. © Old Royal Naval College.Legacy donation
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visit ornc.org or follow us @oldroyalnavalcollege

THANK YOU

mailto:Events@ornc.org

