
Further Notices for 4th September  
 
NO MORNING SERVICE ON SEPTEMBER 4TH 
On Sunday, 4 September, the Big Half Marathon will make the Chapel 
inaccessible for a morning service, so we will be holding a late 
afternoon service of a said evening prayer with homily at 5pm. The 
Choir will still be down, and there will be no hymns and no 
refreshments afterwards. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICE AND RECEPTION TO WELCOME OUR 
NEW CHAPLAIN 
On Sunday, 11 September, we will not have a morning service, but 
please come to the Licensing of our new Chaplain, Revd Dr Robert 
Tobin in the evening at 6:30 pm. This will be a Choral Eucharist. The 
Bishop of Southwark will preside and our Choir will be back from their 
summer break. There will be a reception in the QM Undercroft 
afterwards to which the congregation is invited. Please enter 
your name on a list on the noticeboard at the back of the 
Chapel if you want to attend to help with catering numbers.  
Anyone wishing to attend a morning service on 11the September will 
be most welcome at St Alfege. 

NEW CHARITY OF THE MONTH 
Our Charity for the month of September is Deptford Reach – a 
wonderful local charity. 
Deptford Reach is a day centre supporting over 2,500 people each 
year who have been affected by homelessness, drug and alcohol 
addiction, mental health issues and social isolation. 
The centre provides tailored support, advice, education and training 
to help people recover and rebuild their lives. 
It also offers basic services for people who need them, including hot 
meals, showers, a launderette, clothes, and a food bank, along with a 
dentist and a nurse who are available one day a week. Further 
information on the notice board and this link:  
www.thamesreach.org.uk 
 



CALL FOR A NEW CHAPLAINCY COUNCIL MINUTING 
SECRETARY 
The Chaplaincy Council is looking for a voluntary secretary to take 
the minutes at the Chaplaincy Council meetings, which happen 4 times 
a year plus the AGM. The secretary will have plenty of support from 
the outgoing secretary Daniel Kovacs and will work closely with the 
Chair of the Chaplaincy Council – the Chaplain. This post is a really 
important contribution to the life and work of the Chapel. 
Please contact Marjorie Ouvry or Daniel Kovacs if you are interested 
in finding out more. 
marjorieouvry@gmail.com  
danielkovacs@me.com 
 
OUR PAINTING REVEALED AND RESTORED 
Last  Sunday the wonderful Benjamin West painting of St Paul’s 
shipwreck on Malta was uncovered. It has been shrouded in scaffolding 
for a few months while conservators have worked on it. The 
congregation was delighted to discover areas of the painting which the 
conservators have revealed.  
 
EMERGENCY MEASURES 
In an emergency everybody should make their way to the 
main doors unless otherwise directed by staff, those people 
with mobility issues will be assisted by staff. 
 
The above information replaces the previous notice about a refuge 
area. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR SEPTEMBER DIARY 
4th Sept: 5pm said service of evening prayer instead of the morning 
service. 
11th Sept: at 6.30 our new Chaplain licensed by the Bishop of 
Southwark. Reception in the QM Undercroft afterwards to 
which the congregation is invited. No morning service. 
18th Sept: Welcome to the Choir after morning service in QM 
Undercroft- refreshments 



25th Sept: Harvest Festival Service followed by Harvest Lunch in the 
Undercroft  
 
PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY INVITATION 
The Chairman and Trustees of the Prayer Book Society have pleasure 
in inviting The Clergy, Officers and Congregation of the Old 
Royal Naval College Chapel to a choral celebration of Holy 
Communion to mark the 50th anniversary of the Prayer Book Society  
11.00am on Saturday, 8th October 2022 at Westminster Abbey  
Tickets for lunch at Church House, Westminster, and Choral 
Evensong at the Abbey, can be booked online via the Prayer Book 
Society website www.pbs.org.uk  
RSVP by 31st August bradley.smith@pbs.org.uk or 07931 527724  
 
LOOK UP! A NEWLY RESTORED INSCRIPTION IN THE 
ANTE-CHAPEL    
As you enter or leave the Chapel, at the foot of the steps, please notice 
the sentence of scripture that is inscribed in the Ante-Chapel above 
the entrance to the Chapel itself.  For many years it has not been 
possible to read this, but it has now been beautifully restored at 
Barbara Wright’s expense in memory of her husband David.  The 
scaffolding required for the restoration was funded by a generous 
donation from Eric Shawyer, a good friend of David’s.  David Wright 
was a very long-term member of the congregation here and with 
others played an important part in ensuring that the Chapel continued 
as an active place of worship after the Royal Navy left the site.  This 
restoration is a wonderful memorial to him and we are most grateful 
to Barbara and Eric for making it possible. 
 
Sunday morning services  
We are trying to make sure that the Sunday morning services continue 
to be broadcast live on Facebook and Youtube for those not attending 
services in person. Here is the Youtube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/OrncOrgGreenwich/live   
 
Covid Restrictions 



All restrictions relating to Covid -19 have been lifted. This means that 
there is no longer a mandate to wear a face covering. However, some 
members of the congregation will still feel more comfortable wearing 
a mask. 
 
Chapel Lift 
If you wish to use the Chapel lift to attend Sunday Worship, there will 
be a member of staff on hand from 10.30 to 10.50 to assist you in using 
the lift. You may find the outer door closed when you arrive but please 
wait as we may need to close the door for a few minutes whilst we 
help others, and someone will be with you. If you are a wheelchair 
user please pre-book via the Chapel Manger, Debbie Robson, 
drobson@ornc.org 
 
Our new Chaplain, The Revd Dr Robert Tobin 
It is very exciting that a new Chaplain has been appointed to the 
ORNCC and we will welcome him officially in September. 
The Greenwich Foundation and the Diocese of Southwark are pleased to 
announce the appointment of The Reverend Dr Robert Tobin as the new 
Chaplain to the Old Royal Naval College and the Greenwich Foundation. 
Subject to the satisfactory completion of the formal processes, Robert will 
take up his post on Sunday 11 September, when he will be licensed here by 
the Bishop of Southwark. 
We look forward so much to welcoming Robert and making him feel 
totally at home among our chapel family. Our chance to meet him 
officially will be on 11th Sept at 6.30 after his licensing by Bishop 
Christopher.  
Robert has prepared a short introduction for us. 
 
The Revd Dr Robert Tobin 
I am delighted to have been appointed as Chaplain to the Old Royal Naval 
College, Greenwich, subject to the completion of the preliminary procedures. 
It will be a privilege to continue my ministry in such a vibrant place, made 
up of the wonderful diversity of people who work, learn, and worship within 
its beautiful buildings. I am also pleased to be joining the continuing effort 
to make the ORNC welcoming and accessible, both to the local community 
and to the many visitors who regularly pass through its gates.  



It has been a circuitous path which has finally led me to Greenwich. I was 
born in Washington, D.C., and grew up in Boston and Texas with my four 
siblings. My father is an Episcopal (Anglican) priest and former headmaster, 
and my mother is a retired secondary school teacher. I attended boarding 
school in Newport, Rhode Island, before doing my undergraduate degree at 
Harvard. Later I was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study Anglo-Irish 
Literature at Trinity College Dublin. While at Trinity I became fascinated by 
the condition of the Church of Ireland community in southern Ireland 
following Irish Independence. This interest led to doctoral research in modern 
history at Merton College Oxford. It was while writing my D.Phil thesis that 
I also went through the vocational discernment process in the Diocese of 
Oxford. Having been accepted for ordination training, I spent three years at 
Westcott House Cambridge. After being ordained deacon by the Bishop of 
Oxford in 2007, I began my curacy in the Beaconsfield Team Ministry in 
Buckinghamshire. I was ordained priest by the Bishop of Buckingham in 
2008.  
In my subsequent ministry, I have served as both a university chaplain and 
parish priest. Following my curacy, I returned to the United States to take 
up the post of Episcopal/Anglican chaplain at Harvard, which included 
teaching in the Divinity School. I then spent seven years as chaplain and 
tutor at Oriel College Oxford, where I offered pastoral support not only to 
students, but also to the fellows, staff, and alumni. In 2017, I was appointed 
as the vicar of the Church of St Mary and St John the Divine, Balham, in 
southwest London, where I remained until the summer of 2021. Since that 
time, I have completed a book on the post-war history of the American 
Episcopal Church, published this month by Oxford University Press.  
My wife, Dr Olivia Horsfall Turner, is already well acquainted with the Old 
Royal Naval College, as she grew up in Greenwich and was previously a 
regular worshipper at the Chapel. She looks forward to joining the ORNC 
community once again, and, along with our two-year old daughter Romilly, 
to becoming an active presence in the Chapel congregation.  
 
The Bridge 
The September edition of the Diocesan Newspaper, The Bridge, is 
available to read from www.southwark.anglican.org/thebridge 
 



UKRAINE CRISIS: The Trustees of the Chapel Fund have on behalf of 
the congregation made a donation of £1000 to the Ukraine Humanitarian 
Appeal which the Disasters Emergency Committee has set up to provide 
assistance to people suffering the consequences of the Russian 
invasion.   Individual donations may be made through www.dec.org.uk. 
Food Bank 
 Please continue to support the local Foodbank, there is a drop off 
point at the Reception of the Forum (Christchurch) Trafalgar Road or 
even your local supermarket. You can also donate via their website 
https://greenwich.foodbank.org.uk/ 
 
Needing Help? 
In the interregnum, if you know of anyone who is unwell and /or would 
welcome a phone call or other support please contact Faith Wakeling, 
our assistant Chaplain faithwakeling@gmail.com    07837968967. 
  
A prayer for Ukraine 
 Lord God of UK and Ukraine, of heaven and earth: 
Let us not lose interest, 
but keep us attentive to the suffering of our brothers and sisters; 
Let us not lose heart, 
but keep us prayerful and compassionate; 
Let us not lose hope, 
but bring justice and peace to a nation under attack; 
Let us not lose faith, 
but keep alive our trust in you, O Lord, 
to change the destiny of the world, 
and make your Kingdom come, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
 

 
  
  
 

 
 
 


